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Where is it?
Located near the Old Town of
Prague, the museum traces

the history of Communist rule
in Czechoslovakia from the

Party’s inception in 1921 to the
Velvet Revolution in 1989 that

toppled the Communist
regime in Prague.

https://www.thetravel.com/old-town-prague-history-buff-destination/
https://www.thetravel.com/old-town-prague-history-buff-destination/


Ironic Much?

Not only was the museum co-founded by an
American, Glenn Spicker, it sits atop a supermarket,
with cafes nearby. The juxtaposition of symbols of
Communism and Capitalism is hard to ignore. 

Within walking distance to the museum is
Wenceslas Square, which is the site of some of the
most significant demonstrations against the
communist regime in November 1989. 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/qa-museum-communism-co-founder-glenn-spicker-prague-adam-rozan/
https://www.pragueexperience.com/places.asp?PlaceID=605


Dream
Reality

Nightmare
The new permanent exhibition
comprises of panels depicting
the history of Czechoslovakia

and the development of
communism chronologically

along the three themes of, “the
dream, reality and nightmare”. 

The communist era, from 1948
to 1989, forms the main part of
the exhibition. Visitors proceed

from clear, white walls into a
dark, nightmarish atmosphere -

an attempt to portray the
reality of daily life in an era of

political oppression.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV3W-2Lt8q4


The first part of the
exhibition describes

why Communism was
politically attractive in

the first half of the
20th century.

Most of the exhibits, though,
cover the reality and the

nightmare of Communism -
propaganda, censorship, the

secret police and labour
camps.



The end in 1989

In 1989, protests against communist rule swept
through eastern Europe and Prague was no
exception. 

Known as the Velvet Revolutions, pro-democracy
demonstrations and strikes took place in Wenceslas
Square. There were daily mass uprising and which
the people demanded free elections and an end to
one-party rule.

The communist authorities were forced to
negotiate with the opposition, ending 40 years of
communist rule.

https://www.britannica.com/place/Europe
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/velvet-revolution-begins-in-czechoslovakia


Resources
Museum or Tourist Attraction? 
The Museum of Communism in Prague. 

Link to article HERE

Museum of Communism 
Website

Google Drive Photos
Link HERE 

By Clara Khoo 
History Educator & Heritage Lover

"The ancient splendour and beauty of Prague, a city
beyond compare, left an impression on my imagination

that will never fade."
 

– Richard Wagner

https://www.cultures-of-history.uni-jena.de/exhibitions/museum-or-tourist-attraction-the-museum-of-communism
https://muzeumkomunismu.cz/en/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18ii8apgDoORhh-Ib66fE5_wjQfTUeKQR?usp=sharing

