
Busan 
The Wartime Capital



Busan
Metropolitan City

Also known as Pusan, it is the largest
port city in the Republic of Korea (ROK).
With a population of approx 3.65 million,
Busan is South Korea's second largest
metropolis, after Seoul.

Busan was the only city in Korea that
was never taken by the Communists
during the Korean War (1950-1953).
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Huinnyeoul Culture Village was once a rustic
village that housed refugees during the Korean
War. It has now transformed into a fascinating

culture and art village, resembling the Santorini
in Greece.



Often called "Korea's Santorini," Gamcheon Culture Village is the most
iconic attraction in the city. Interestingly, the village was based on a plan

for a refugee settlement - explaining its uniform look. In 2009, the Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Tourism initiated a regeneration project in by

painting the old buildings with bright colors.

Scan the QR code 
to find out more
about Busan’s 

hillside villages as
a legacy of the 

Korean War.

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/busan-39-s-refugees-and-hillside-villages-provisional-capital-memorial-hall/oQXRHbeMmR46dA?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/busan-39-s-refugees-and-hillside-villages-provisional-capital-memorial-hall/oQXRHbeMmR46dA?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/busan-39-s-refugees-and-hillside-villages-provisional-capital-memorial-hall/oQXRHbeMmR46dA?hl=en


Busan was home to many refugees during the Korean War. After the
war broke out in 1950, approx 160,000 refugees flocked to the city,
which had not been touched by the conflict. 



Busan is also where one can
find the only UN memorial
cemetery in the world.



The UN Memorial Cemetery in Korea (UNMCK) was formally established in 1959
after the South Korean government offered the land to the UN to honor the troops
and medical personnel sent from 22 countries under the UN flag during the war. 

The Wall of Remembrance, completed in 2006, features the names of the UN
casualties inscribed on marble panels.

Scan the QR code 
to find out more

about the UNMCK.

https://www.unmck.or.kr/eng/02_unmck/?mcode=0502010100


Milmyeon - buckwheat noodles
The Korean War’s impact was also evident in Busan’s cuisine.  
Many of those who fled from regions now in North Korea
started to cook a version of naengmyeon, a cold buckwheat
noodle soup that is a specialty of North Korea. 



The reason why fishcakes have become so popular in Busan can also be
traced back to its wartime history. During the Japanese colonial period

(1910-1945), factories begun making fishballs for the Japanese. 

After 1945, this industry continued and became Busan’s representative
food.  It was also a cheap protein dish after the Korean War.  



Beyond its rich history, Busan is also hosting the World EXPO 2030.
Check out this link to read more about Busan’s bid for EXPO 2030.

By Clara Khoo 
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https://www.expo2030busan.kr/eng/content.do?key=2207190001&cntntsSn=2105250191
https://clarakhoo.wixsite.com/my-site

