
A Symbol ofA Symbol of
the Cold Warthe Cold War

The Berlin Wall 
1961-1989



Berlin afterBerlin after
WW2WW2

In 1945, Germany was
divided into four zones of

occupation.

In 1949, Germany
formally split into two

independent nations. In
1952, the East German
government closed the

border with West
Germany, but the border
between East and West
Berlin remained open. 

In June 1961, a bulb wire 
 barrier was constructed
around West Berlin. This
was eventually fortified

into a concrete structure
isolating West Berlin

from surrounding East
German territory.

https://www.cvce.eu/en/education/unit-content/-/unit/55c09dcc-a9f2-45e9-b240-eaef64452cae/5d3b421b-9a4b-46fc-a041-fab64325d6a6
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/history/berlin-wall-what-you-need-to-know-about-the-barrier-that-divided-east-and-west-9847347.html


BernauerBernauer
StraßeStraße

Bernauer
Straße

became a
historical site
as the Berlin

Wall was
erected here
in August 1961

directly in
front of the
East Berlin

houses. 



Escaping toEscaping to
the Westthe West  

  
Between 1961

and 1989,
thousands of
East Germans

made risky
border

crossings.



The 27-mile-
long wall was
actually two
walls with a

no-man’s-land
known as the
“death strip”
in between.

https://www.history.com/news/berlin-wall-crossings-east-germany


Did you know that there is a song associated with the fall of the

Berlin Wall?  Check out "Winds of Change" by The Scorpions

9th Nov 19899th Nov 1989
  On 9 Nov 1989, the

head of the East
German Communist

Party announced
that citizens of the
GDR could cross the

border freely. 



That night, crowds
swarmed the wall

and  some brought
with them hammers
and picks to to chip

away at the wall
itself. 



While the wall came
down partly because

of a bureaucratic
accident, it fell
amid a wave of
revolutions in

Eastern and Central
Europe. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2009/11/8/blown-away-by-the-wind-of-change
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89jGFpLBpCk
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-50013048


The Berlin Wall
in NUS

Did you know
that two

fragments are
are on display at
a garden behind

the Tembusu
College at NUS

University Town? 



They are on loan
to Singapore 
 since October

2016 for at least
5 years, to mark

50 years of
diplomatic
relations
between

Germany and
Singapore.

By Clara Khoo 
History Educator & Heritage Lover

Do check out the Berlin Wall Fragments if you are near NUS

University Town! Directions HERE.

https://tembusu.nus.edu.sg/news/2016/fragments-of-the-berlin-wall-at-tembusu-college
https://clarakhoo.wixsite.com/my-site
https://mapcarta.com/N7890406642

